
"Three glories of a gathering: a comely [mate], a good horse, a swift
hound." – Triads of Ireland

It will soon be time to begin the harvest. Already, some tiny potatoes
are ready to harvest for my favorite summertime snack, boiled new baby
potatoes with butter. But in about a week, the harvest begins in earnest, and
we will be busy here on the farm until almost Samhain. So the Wheel of
the Year turns.

Lughnasadh, the First Harvest, has always been associated with the
great horse fairs in Ireland. I try to always do something special with my
horses at this time, and I ask the Gods to bestow a special blessing on
them, for I am blessed every day just being around them. Unfortunately,
this year, the equine love of my life, Alf, is having some lameness
problems that no one seems to be able to figure out, so I have been really
busy soaking him daily in a whirlpool bath that we made for him to keep
the circulation moving in his hind legs. He is an amazing animal, putting
up with a great deal of strange stuff that I’m sure would cause any other
horse to balk or freak out. Not Alf. He’s as steady as the day is long, and
that’s why I love him and will do anything to make him comfortable and
happy. Next Wednesday he has an appointment with a lameness specialist
that I will have to trailer him to see, as this veterinarian doesn’t make
house calls.

So, Alf is partly the reason that I do not have a lot of time to write for
my column this Lughnasadh. My schedule is so overbooked that I have not
one minute to spare. I simply wanted to touch base with all of you and let
you know that I am still here, still in service to all of you, but just a little
stressed right now by life in general. When Alf feels better, I’ll be more
accessible, and back to writing things that I hope are inspirational, or at the
very least, interesting.

On another note: many thanks again to Red River Study Group for
hosting the annual meeting in Shreveport, LA. A good time was had by all!

My Keltrian friends: may your Lughnasadh be fruitful.

— The Topaz Owl
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THE JOY OF HOSTING OUR ANNUAL MEETING

Those of us who have hosted in the past know how much work it can be. One host
literally moved the earth to create a hillock and a peaceful spot in the woods where
attendees would not see traffic on the nearby road. It was also an excellent place to
scramble up and greet the first light of morning. Last year (2006), the annual meeting
was simply that - an annual meeting. This year was different.

The first order of business is to thank the Red River Study Group for hosting this
year’s Henge of Keltria’s annual meeting in Shreveport, LA. These lovely people showed
us true southern hospitality. The food was great, and the conversations lively. Four of us
spent twelve hours traveling in a crowded truck to get there, and it was well worth the
drive.

Since before the Henge’s incorporation, the annual meeting has been held in various
locations ranging from Kansas to Syracuse, NY, and Minneapolis to Georgia. Our by-
laws state that once a year the board of trustees will hold a meeting, which is open to the
membership. Nothing in the by-laws says that we have to throw a weekend long party;
however, With members and trustees traveling so far, it makes sense to linger a day or
two. So how is it that these annual meetings move around so much? The answer is found
in the Correspondence Course.

When a student successfully completes the course of study, and the Council of Elders
grants the go ahead for an Initiation, the question arises, “Your place or mine?” Either
the candidate must go to the Keltrian performing the ritual or vice versa. Such was the
case in 1998, when I was living in Los Angeles, and a correspondent of mine was ready
to elevate to Yew. Dedications, initiations and elevations are even more meaningful if the
candidate has friends and family present to welcome and congratulate them after the
ritual. Traveling to the candidate is a good thing to do if at all possible. In this particular
instance, the ritual was taking place at the same time of year as the annual meeting, so we
combined them.

It also occurred to us that folks who don’t have the resources to travel to the annual
meeting could attend if the meeting was held closer to their home. This also gives the
trustees an opportunity to meet members in person. We currently have board members
residing in California, New York, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Georgia and Ontario, Canada.
With an annual meeting that moves around, trustees have longer or shorter trips to attend,
which evens out the travel obligations.

Any member can host an annual meeting. You do not have to be a part of a Grove or
Study Group. In fact, non-members are not excluded from attending the meeting. The
only difference is that they cannot vote. In the past, we have had people sign up on the
day of the meeting. It’s understandable that folks would want to meet the trustees before
committing membership fees.

All a proposal to host involves is who, what, where and when (which is coordinated
with the Henge secretary). In the past we have gathered at a sanctuary, members’ homes,
a working farm, a state park and the rehearsal room of a bagpipe band. Members who
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2007 Election Results
BY TONY TAYLOR

[Note from the Secretary: The official 2007 Annual Meeting minutes will be published
after their approval at the 2008 Annual Meeting.]
Congratulations to

President TopazOwl on her reelection.
Vice-President Wren on her reelection.
Secretary Tony on his reelection.
Trustee Rain on her election to the Board of Trustees.
Trustee Caroline on her election to the Board of Trustees.


