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FROM THE PRESIDENT

FEAST OF DEATH 2002

Perhaps, | think each Great Feast is my favorite when the Wheel turns.
Perhaps that’ s why Samhain is my favorite now. However, there is some-
thing about the quietude after a busy and hot summer. My eyes feast on the
browns, reds, golds and muted greens every time | ook out awindow or go
outside and | am wrapped in a blanket of calmness.

My favorite place to sit is on our back porch where | can hear the dry
leaves rattle like sabers. | feel the fresh wind driving though them bearing a
small taste of the Atlantic Ocean. | love the way the danty afternoon light
playsin the rock garden. Snoodled in awarm, brown sweater | settleinto a
comfortable canvas chair to revel in my senses. Sometimes | enjoy atart,
crisp apple. Thisisbliss. It gives me timeto reflect on my successes and
defeats of the past year.

At my place of work, many are making Halloween preparations: this
party here, that ritual there and conventional costumes to be constructed. |
hear excited voices and raucous laughter as | move from one place to an-
other. | feel odd. | ponder the Wheel of the Y ear and acknowledge that the
carnival atmosphere is better suited to Beltaine. Indulging in a mental shrug,
| continue about my business. Y ou might observe, that while thisis my
favorite Feast, it is also my most dreaded. Truly, I'm not awet blanket; I'm
excited, too. However, my excitement is of adifferent nature. | feel mildly
interrupted by a myriad of wild, well-meaning people while | have alot on
my mind.

Since the Feast of Fallow, Keltrians have measured and weighed their
individual and Grove harvests. Some are insufficient while others are splen-
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FRoOM THE VICE PRESIDENT

| learned a major lesson this summer from the
Nature Spirits garden | started this past spring. | had
intended to start this garden to welcome the Nature
Spiritsinto my yard. Of course, | thought, the Nature
Spirits wouldn’t want any assistance from me. Simply
letting the garden grow wild will attract them. And it
did. Only not thetype | was hoping for. Spider mites
were quick to movein and eat al the beautiful plants
growing there. Soon it was a brown weed patch,
overgrown and uninviting. It didn't really call out
“Hey the Nature Spirits are here” either.

| walked by it one day while | was out doing yard
work. | noticed how pathetic it waslooking. So |
stopped and pulled afew weeds. Under them | found
afew ferns and some bulbs that hadn’t grown this
year. Then | pulled more weeds and noticed how
much better it looked with some tender care and love.
It seems what was missing in the equation was me. |
was too busy thinking my grand plan would work so
well to stop and literally care for the garden. All | had
done up to this point is a small simple ceremony of
dumping the libation bowl into the garden after ritual.
Although this was important, it was not enough to give
me the garden | hoped for.

Then | reflected on how much effort | was spend-
ing in getting ready to lead rituals for my study group.
I spent awhole day cleaning, followed by a day of
shopping for food and cooking. On top of this| would
spend a day planning and preparing for Grove's
Choiceif it was a seasonal feast day. By thetime
ritual rolled around there was little energy left. Once
again al my attention had been focused on an end goal
of my making. | wasn't spending time giving the care
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and love that was needed to this project. It was
beginning to feel like work to me and didn’t hold the
same spiritual high for me.

After tending to the garden it began to take shape.
The yew tree growing there even came back a bit after
the “mitey” attack. Now when | walk by | notice how
well it was doing (alas, frost and cold are putting a halt
to things for now). | think about what to do next year.
That occasional weeding and earth friendly pest
control are things that can enhance a garden and
welcome Nature Spirits. That if | neglect things,
neglect to nurture myself or the garden no one will
want to come.

| wonder at how many of us continue to trudge on
trying to force our will into shape when our spirits are
not inon it. When finishing the work becomes the
major focus of our lives, it leaves so little space for
enjoying life. 1 know | enjoy ritual more when I’ve
taken the time to meditate and come in tune with
things, not just have a clean house and good food
ready.

I hope you'll pause this Samhain as the dark half
of the years arrives and take time to sit back and enjoy
the fruits of your labor. For even aswe look to what
next year will bring and what we need to do, stopping
to celebrate gives us the energy and reward to go on.
To move into a new year with hope and promise. To
leave behind the drudgery and gloom of goals not met
because we didn’t/couldn’t devote enough energy to
them.

Walk with Wisdom,
Rain

Submission Information

All submissions to Henge Happenings become
property of The Henge of Keltria, Inc., a nonprofit
religious corporation. Categories for submissions
are based upon who they are from; Officers, Elders,
Coordinators, Groves, Members and the Henge
Office. Members submissions are further divided
based upon subject matter, Bardic, Seer, Druid, or

Solitary Special Interest Groups.
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psychic Consultations If you have electronic mail, please make sure
with Wren the Henge Office has your E-Mail address. Send
your E-Mail address, membership hame and
Palmistry & Tarot membership number to Henge-Office@keltria.org.

Alsojoin the Keltria-L Mail List. To subscribe
E-Mail Keltria-L-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Please include your membership number in the

617-376-0337 subject of the message.

Electronic Payment through Paypal

Appointmentsin Greater Boston
Telephone consultations available
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Focus ON STtubpy Groups
GROVES

GARRAN AN EicH ORBHUI

2N

FrRomM THE PResSIDENT ConNTINUED FROM PacE 1

did. We have had weeks to assess our yields and now global effect. These seeds are charged with our sincere
the time has come to address the question: What next? intentions to create change.

Should it be a continuance of the previous year’s focus This seed that | commit to the depths of my spirit

or something enti rely_new? Perhaps _this iswhy | must be protected and nurtured. | am responsible for
[j?tsifitti%;z(igc\;\igg Vr;'thrﬁmévéimy?r'giiﬁgtg% ness encouraging it to grow though the rituals | keep and
ot hand. 1 have much %’0 car efull?éonsi der magicks made. | feel obliged to remain centered and
' ' focused on the task at hand. At the sametime, | feel
This New Y ear season is the time Keltrians create excited and joyful. Perhaps thistruly is my favorite
individual metaphoric seeds to represent the next set Feast.
of goals to be accomplished. These goals are either of

a highly personal nature or designed to have alocal or | wish you ajoyous New Year and safe Samhain.

Walk with Wisdom -- Wren
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VisiT THE HENGE oF KELTRIA WEB SITE

Frequently asked questions, reading list, mailing
list, membership information and more!

PASSAGES

Garran an Eich
Orbhui would like to
congratulate Grove
members GreyWolf
and Ravendancer on
their marriage. The
blessed event occurred
on Sunday, September
22. May the happiness
they shared that day be
with them each and
every day of their lives!
TopazOwl - Chief Druid Grove of the Golden Horse

HeNGeE ADDRESSES

The Official Addressfor all Henge Mail is:

The Henge of Keltria
P.O. Box 48369
Minneapolis, MN 55448

The Minneapolis address should be used when listing
the Henge as aresourcein articles, in boo n the
web.

Mail sent to: \,@

TheH f Kelt
c/ 06_‘|_ a)?ln o%e ° r? 6%0
68 Faxo fL
QUI
W|G¢ roc ?the Of e faster than mail

sent to th eapolis Pl ease use the Qui ncy
address for correspw ith the Henge Office.

Please rem Henge of Keltriais a volunteer
organizati ow four to six weeks for responses.
When inquiring about past mail, please be kind.

Samhain 2002

Henge Happenings - |ssue 56 Page 5



THE DruD's PATH

THE FIRsT FOUNDATION

BY TONY TAYLOR

| am often asked what do | consider to be the three most important or fundamental aspects or elements of

Keltrian Druidism. | thought that I'd share my thoughts here.

The “First Foundation” of Keltrian Druidism says
to, “Honor your Ancestors, revere the Spirits of
Nature, and worship the Gods and Goddesses of our
Tribe.”

Ancestors can be viewed in many ways. Certainly,
your direct lineage, genetic, ancestors are included,
but also included are those who have contributed to
your being the person that you are. Honoring them
may take many forms. Certainly a personal altar or
shrine is one way to do so. Working on your geneal-
ogy so that you may know more about your ancestors
is another. Regularly thanking those people who have
helped you to become the person that you are may be
another. The key is that you honor your ancestors and
you don’t do it just at Samhain when it is easy. Do the
people who know you well know that you honor your
ancestors? Do the people who have helped to make
you the person you are today know of your apprecia-
tion?

Nature Spirits also may be viewed in many ways.
Do you revere the spirits you encounter. These may be
magickal (faerie) or mundane (domesticated cat)
Sometimes this aspect of Celtic religion can be as
mundane as volunteering at the animal shelter or
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picking up trash along a highway or river. Sometimes it
may be magickal like maintaining a sanctuary for the
Faeries. In Keltrian Druid beliefs, we believe “that all
lifeis sacred and should neither be harmed nor taken
without deliberation or regard.”

The gods and goddesses of “our tribe” are the
Tuatha de Danaan. We honor and remember them as a
group and develop fellowship in doing so. It doesn’t
matter if you believe that the Gods are individual,
distinct deities, aspects of a single unifying god and
goddess, or human interpretation of a single unmanifest
deity. What matters in Keltrian Druidism is that you
meet regularly and the Gods and Goddesses of your
Celtic Tribe; that you give them thanks for the bounty
inyour life. Do you provide particular homage to a
specific deities during your rituals?

Honoring your Ancestors, revering the Spirits of
Nature and worshipping the Gods and Goddesses of our
Tribe are the three most important aspects to our
religion and compromises what we call our “First
Foundation.”

MAD HoweLL Stubpios
PRESENTS
THE DernTiVvE PaN

Tabletop Sculpture
(approx. 8%2" tall)

"Ultracal" Edition $70.00
Bronze Edition $2,500.00

Please add $18.00 for postage and handling and send to:
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THE BARD's
PATH

THE WINTER SoOLSTICE

Somewhere in the deep black ocean

waves began to swell from a deliberate force
rhythmic crashes held dominion over lesser forms
while silently they raced towards the rocky shore

Crackling embers were all that remained of my fire
bitter winds blew strands of hair from my face
throwing off my nightdress, | ran into the wild night
... souls of the wind howled as the hour eclipsed

All my gestures were a tribute of remembrance
| built an altar by the edge of the turbulent sea
shells and stones reflected like celestial bodies
and | cried for the time when he once loved me

O’ Ancient companions, awaken from your chambers
on the cusp of the Winter night — few hours remain
This, ismy time... | have become one with forever
Hear my devotions through the pounding rain

By what name shall | call him tonight

his sides will blend before my eyes
through the dark I'll see his silhouette

yet, not aword between us need be spoken

Strange shadows were clouds in that violent sky

| danced as the rain beat against my naked breast
birds of the sea screamed in a winsome chorus

as | summoned the gods — Bring him back to me...

© 2002, Ni Bhrigid

GATHERINGS

Do you have a gathering you are planning on
attending? Let the other members of the Henge
know and maybe you will be able to meet them at
that gathering. (We can't all make it to the
Gathering of the Keltrian Tribe.) We will post
information about gatherings here. - Editor.

BELIEFS OF
THE HENGE oF KELTRIA

1. Webelieve in Divinity

asitismanifest in the LA,
Pantheon. There are 2 B
several valid theistic ;7{/‘ '
perceptions of this sha
Pantheon. EY

K
2. We believe that {G\E‘% g
natureisthe embodiment "8 !
of the Gods and Goddesses.

3. Webedlieve that Natural Law reflects the
will of the Gods and Goddesses.

4. \Webelievethat all lifeis sacred and
should neither be harmed nor taken without
deliberation or regard.

5. We believe in theimmortality of the
spirit.

6. We believe that our purposeisto gain
wisdom through experience.

7. We believe that learning is an ongoing
process and should be fostered at all ages.

8. We believe that morality should be a
matter of personal conviction based upon self
respect and respect for others.

9. Webelieve that evil is not a matter of
inheritance but of intent, therefore actions
are not in themselves evil. Rather, itis
through the intent behind actions that evil can
manifest.

10. We believe in the relative nature of all
things, that nothing is absolute, and that all
things, even the Gods and Goddesses, have
their dark sides.

11. We believe that individuals have the right
to pursue knowledge and wisdom through his
or her chosen path.

12. We believein aliving religion able to
adapt to a changing environment. e recog-
nize that our beliefs may undergo change as
our tradition grows.
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Henge Member Resource Order Form

The Henge: An Introduction to Keltrian Druidism (2nd ) $4.00

This Second Edition reflects the changes necessary when the organization incorporated and includes many minor changes and
improvements. It is highly recommended for all who plan to become members and is a good "gift" for seriousinquirers. This
twelve page booklet (8.5"x11") explains the core of our tradition, including beliefs, ethics, days of celebration, political and
administrative structure, detail of the Ring system, symbols, membership information and more.

The Henge of Keltria Book of Ritual (4th Edition) $11.00

Recommended for all members, this 75+ page, spiral bound, book written by the founders of The Henge of Keltriaillustrates the
fundamentals of Keltrian ritual. It includes sections on theology, aritual walk through, and sample scripts for the holy days of
celebration. If you have an earlier edition, you may want to update your copy. This edition has music notation and many
changes and improvements.

The Henge of Keltria: By-Laws (2001 Edition) $4.00
Updated to include the amendments approved by the membership at the June 2000 annual meeting, The Henge of Keltria Bylaws
2001 Edition is available -- Spiral Bound.

Grove Leader Handbook Pre-publication copy $5.00

Available only to members of the Henge, this publication discusses Grove Palicies, Grove Membership, Grove Record Keeping,
and Useful Information and Pitfalls. This handbook was a hit at the Gathering of the Keltrian Tribes workshop. Quantity limited
but available for $5.00.

Shipping: $
US shipments: Pricesincludes shipping. Please add $2.00 for First Class.

Canada shipments: Please add 15 % for shipping.

Overseas shipments: Please add 25% for Air shipment.

Total:

US Funds Only.

Ship to: Member Number:

Address:

City: State/Province:
Zip: . \5@ Country:
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