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About the Cover

Brt na Boinne is a complex of Neolithic cham-
ber tombs, standing stones, and other prehistoric
enclosures located near River Boyne in Ireland.
The river is said to have been created by the God-
dess Boann whom we honor at our Beltaine Feasts.

Ancestors

Wren, GreyBoar, BeanSidhe, and I recently
hosted a booth at a small Pagan gathering near At-
lanta promoting The Henge of Keltria. It was an
excellent opportunity to network with people I sel-
dom see and meet new folks. We all enjoyed shar-
ing how and why Keltrian Druids celebrate the
Triads and the wheel of the year with people from
a variety of paths.

While conversing with a young Druid of a dif-
ferent tradition about Ancestors, Wren brought up
the subject of genealogy as a tool for knowing one’s
ancestors better and how it enriches that part of
the Triad. He seemed a little surprised at first, his
previous experiences with people using this area of
study was usually someone attempting to prove
lineage to royalty or a relative of renown. For him,
like many, the concept of “ancestors” was rather
nebulous and shrouded in the mists of time along
with the Gods and Nature Spirits. Several of us
joined in the conversation explaining why geneal-
ogy is an important tool in our spirituality.

One of the three foundations of Keltrian Drui-
dism is to “honor the Ancestors.” For many Keltri-
ans, “Ancestors” include those who helped us form
an understanding of our spiritual selves, those who
impacted us directly, and those who are genetically
related to us. The first two are easy for us to re-
member and honor because they affected us dur-
ing our lifetime; we remember them. Those who

|_died before us, whose impact upon us is indirect,
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but still important, are
much more difficult to
honor because we
really don’t know
them.

We use the tools of
genealogy to learn and
understand more
about those ancestors
we have never met.
Through that under-
standing comes the
ability to honor them.
Learning and under-
stand their lives, their
aspirations, and their challenges may be the key to
understanding yourself and your values. For ex-
ample, neither my 2nd great-grandfather, his sib-
lings, nor his wife could read or write. All of his
children attended school and received an educa-
tion, even though the school was over 5 miles dis-
tant and a difficult walk during the rough Minne-
sota winters. I believe that my belief in the impor-
tance of an education came from him. This genea-
logical history provides material for me to honor
him. Not only do I know his name, but also I know
many things that were of importance to him.

Our knowledge of our ancestors provides the
context for us to honor them. Without my 2nd
great-grandfather’s name, without knowledge of
his experiences, without knowing some of his val-
ues, I would not be able to honor him. Genealogy,
from the Keltrian perspective, is not about learn-
ing of a royal bloodline or finding lost cousins. It is
about the having the knowledge of our Ancestors
making it possible to honor them better.

o ==
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Birds and Squirrels

Birds are effective eavesdroppers and stunning
gossips.  Squirrels play practical jokes and tell
shaggy dog stories. The twain usually get along fine
in a suburban backyard. The squirrels enjoy show-
ing off knowing they have the attention of the
birds, and the birds try to decode the squirrel jokes
to pass on no matter how tattered in the retelling.

My first ritual of the day is to sit next to the
backyard pond under the black cherry tree slurping
a lukewarm coffee-like substance. This is where I
get my first news of the day. I don’t understand
the squirrel jokes either, but I enjoy the fact that
they think they’re funny and how they revel in the
recounting. The birds let me know who is in the
neighborhood and what they think of them. They
also share their assessment of the current weather
conditions — and more often, than not - their opin-
ions of the squirrels.

One morning was different; the yard was un-
usually quiet. I didn’t think too much of it, al-
though it had my attention. Within a few minutes,
a squirrel came screaming — literally and figura-
tively — across the tall weathered wooden fence
that separates two suburban yards. Hot on his tail
was an angry robin looking more like a fighter jet
than a bird with wings swept back in attack mode.
That was odd; they are usually good neighbors.
Then it happened again; this time it was a different
squirrel and a screaming bluejay. What was going
on here? Oh. Eggs.

By this time, my beloved had joined me, so I
said, “Negotiations have broken down, and are ir-
reparable.” He responded with his usual “uh-huh”,
which means, “yes, Dear, I hear you speaking, but
I'm not really listening.” I heard myself, though,
and it got me to thinking. A pebble had been
dropped in the pond of my mind causing concen-
tric ripples.
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by Wren

Isn’t that just like
the One Percent that| B
has the Ninety-nine Per| 5
centers so angry? The
former apparently be-| §#
lieve they are entitled
to all of the eggs. Hang
on a sec. Isn’t that like
the House of Represen-
tatives and the Senate
in Washington? Both
the Democrats and Re-
publicans don’t want to
share any eggs, and
squawk loudly each ac-
cusing the other side of
treachery and trespass.

Hold on here. Isn’t this
like countries that invade each other for reasons of

resources or ideology? Whoa. These were not new
realizations, of course; however, I had not thought
of it in terms of eggs in a nest nor nest eggs.

As a Keltrian Druid, my values and worldview is
encompassed in the Beliefs of Keltrian Druidism.
Looking closely at theses thirteen statements, I
found seven that applied to my line of morning
musing. Not every belief applies to all situations,
but in this case, when considering how neighbors
near and far choose whether to get along or not for
creative problem solving culminating in mutually
beneficial results, certain tenets do come to my
mind. I will explore one for each scenario.

In the case of the One Per-centers, my simpli-
fied perception is that while the bail out money
may have been repaid in most cases, the spirit of
the rescue was that the Ninety-nine Per-centers
would see some benefit from the government
loans. Instead, displays of greed and focus on cor-

Continued on page 10....
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Life is the Challenge Storm
by Aauriane Veleda by C. L. McGinley
To be, to give Let me be the compass
to sorrow and live With which to chart your journey
to move through to light Through the darkness of this
seeking solace in the flight night;
Without the shining stars to guide
to wander to and fro you

and see not what the mind body knows
to find more than reflected
to look deep introspective

Set your course by me.

Let me be the beacon

first forward and then back That helps you navigate the
coming out without regret storm.
returning the path once taken Where the horizon glimmers
discovering the new lanes awakened hope,

Winds of change lose the power
looking forward and looking back To blow you from your heading.

seeing newness in every crease and crack
gentle folds of pure delight

, _ Let me be the hand that lifts you
tickle the senses and encourage further flight

From the depths of your despair,

From the surging sea that threatens

to find that we already know To engulf you in cold and fear.

deep within the inner core | do not hope to save you from the torrent,
seeing and ye shall find Only to buoy you from the swell of this tsunami
all the more. To the blessed relief of smoother seas.

so where do we go

daylights is to darkness
as sun is to moon

S0 inner is to outer

and the fish to the lune

find your place of now
reconcile with yourself denial
come full circle, turn around
pick up your dropped pieces
consume them now

return to your whole Black Horse Consulting
strike new ground in your being Helping Horse and H, Find Balence in Life

explore this new land
like a lover, with freedom

C. L. McGinley, Druid

for life is a passion _ for E a
too despera_te in glory to quit Other Busy Professéonals
seek the spice and the season 315.259.2030
and revel, roll and rejoice in it

L|fe iS the Cha”enge wiww blackhorseconsulting com
Live It! ol blackbhorseconsulting com
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Poetry from the Gathering 2011

by Tony Taylor

[Ed Note: During the 2011 Gath -
ering of the Keltrian Tribe in Min -
nesota, TopazOwl led a workshop
where attendees took a short

wander near the hotel and were
asked to observe nature and sur -
roundings, becoming attuned to

that place. After the walk, at -
tendees were asked to write a

short poem and describe what

they saw, heard, smelled, and/or

felt. The following poem is a re -
sult of that workshop.]

Gathering 2011

Grape covered pine

Chicka Chicka Choo
Milk pods bursting near purple nettle majesty
White flight bursting from the grape
Goldenrod shimmering in the sun

Chicka Chicka choo
Grape covered ash
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Important Henge eMail addresses:

Please use the form at http://www.keltria.org/emailns2.htm
to contact any of the Henge Officers: President, Vice-
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Trustees. Also, you may
contact the Council of Elders: Archdruid, Elders or any of the
Keltrian Groves or Study Groups via that webpage form.

You may contact the following directly via eMail:

The Henge Office at Henge-Officeo8 @keltria.org
Keltria webmaster at Webmaster@Kkeltria.org

The best dressed Druids wear the
Henge of Keltria Hooded Sweatshirt

Stay warm with our Hanes Ultimate Cotton
Pullover Hood. Constructed with a heavyweig
90/10 cotton/polyester blend. Thick (but not
bulky), comfortable, durable and guaranteed.
10.1 oz. patented PrintPro” fabric
Standard fit
\ Spandex trim in cuffs and waistband

s

http://www.cafepress.com/keltria.82183702

Best Dresse®an-draoithe wear the
Henge of Keltria Tank Top

Sporty and cool, wear our Hane’s Silver

women’s tank top to beat the summer heat or

. workout in cool comfort. Our Hane’s Silver

=2 for Her tank top is made of 100% combed
ring spun cotton and cut for a close, fashion-
able fit. Nick and armholes are carefully
shaped to conceal a bra.

Available through Cafe Press

h

Page 5


http://www.keltria.org/emailns2.htm
http://www.keltria.org/emailns2.htm
mailto:Keltria-L-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:Keltria-L-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:K-Students-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:K-Students-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.cafepress.com/keltria.82183702
http://www.cafepress.com/keltria.82183702
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)%5D
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)%5D
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)%5D
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)%5D
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Piolinfax
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Piolinfax
http://www.cafepress.com/keltria.54086576
http://www.cafepress.com/keltria.54086576
http://www.keltria.org/E-Mail.htm
http://www.keltria.org/E-Mail.htm

Henge Happenings #94

PUBLIC EDITION

Beltaine 2012

THE Seer ’s PATH
Earth Light

I have had the privilege of walking and learn-
ing from many esoteric paths during my adult-
hood journey to understand my place in the
world and in developing my personal language of
communion with Deity. The expression of devo-
tion and service that continues to call me back
time and again is my love and reverence of the
Soul of the Land. I am never happier, more cen-
tered or feel more complete than when I am in
the woods surrounded by trees. For me, it is a
feeling of connection on a core cellular level and
the one place where I can truly be in the Present.

Our little clan is very blessed to have Land
Stewards who have opened their hearts and their
properties and allowed us to connect and work
with a little corner of paradise in their 50+ acre
property. Our space has a lovely small natural
stream flowing three quarters of the way around
it from the south west and away in the north east.
Listening and feeling this flow has brought a
depth and resonance for me to every Rite we have
observed. We are embraced by some of the big-
gest oaks, beeches, sweet gums, tulip poplars and
birch trees that I have ever had the pleasure to be
around. Tree frogs trill happily in the large Bea-
ver made lake just over the ridge. Huge vines as
thick as our wrists drape and dangle above us
making us feel at night as if we are looking up
into the roots of the World Tree when we turn our
faces to the sky.

Being somewhat of a “Sonics Devotee” 1 will
often use vibration to synchronize and step into
that space where I experience a camaraderie and
link to the landscape around me. Singing, chant-
ing, drumming, humming — each can bring a very
distinct and immediate message from the collec-
tive presence of the landscape. This connection is
a Light, born of Song that encircles and illumi-
nates with a sense of Grace. It is what R.J.
Stewart wrote of as the “Power in the Land”...the

By Eibhlean

power and majesty of
Place.

Working with a
staff as an extension
of that connection
with the trees and our
own “trunks” has
helped me make yet W
another visceral con- &
nection to the con-
sciousness of our
world.  Using this tool as a focus has given me
much insight into moving my perspective outside
of my physical limitations and experience of my
surroundings into the “eyes, ears and skin” of the
trees themselves. How does this place present
itself for them; what is the language of the touch
of a bird’s weight or the brush of another tree
limb with theirs? What stories will the wind
move through their branches and leaves?

Well over ten years ago I made a sacred eso-
teric pilgrimage to Ireland with another group I
had entered into Bhairdic studies with. I still re-
member the humor that our Druid guide had for
me regarding how I always sought the trees to
work with, no matter what the particular lesson
of that day was.

The path leading to our sacred space was
originally a very narrow deer path. We made a
point of meditating and asking the land what it
did and did not want us to do as we developed
our area to work in. It was amazing that we had
to do very, very little to make our area a workable
space for gathering. The land and animals have
always projected a sense of acceptance to our
presence. We have had beautiful moments with
deer bucks trumpeting to us from the top of the
ridge overlooking our circle. I had one young

Continued on page 11....
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THE DRUID'S PATH

Mother of Waters: Boann

The mighty Susquehanna courses through the
land where I live. Sometimes placid, brown-faced
and slow, sometimes she roars to the drumming of
the downpour, tearing away streets, homes, liveli-
hoods, lives. She has many moods and many tribu-
taries, fertilizing the farm fields with her floods,
drawing human communities to her banks in the
days of water transportation.

I especially honor Boann of the Susquehanna
in early springtime when — in a normal year — the
ice cracks and breaks, freeing her flow from win-
ter’s prison. It’s a treacherous, exciting time, one
that can often lead to ice jams that flood neighbor-
hoods.

Rivers are goddesses in Celtic tradition, which
is why I refer to the Susquehanna with a female
pronoun. It’s an old association, with roots that
span Indo-European cultures. Witness, for exam-
ple, some of the river goddesses of India: Yamuna,
Ganga of the Ganges, and Sarasvati, whose river
dried up in ancient times but who lingers as the
matron of the arts and learning. Goddesses were
connected with rivers and springs in both Gaul
and the British Isles, which were often the site of
healing shrines: Sequana of the Seine, Coventina,
Sabrina of the Severn, Brigantia of the Brent, and
Sinann of the Shannon, to name a few. James
Joyce’s Anna Livia Plurabelle, the personification
of the River Liffey in Finnegan’s Wake, is a mod-
ern example.

Worshiped today as the Earth Mother, Danu
may have originally been a river goddess, linked to
streams such as the Danube, Don, Dneiper and
others (Rees, 53). Sanskrit literature includes a
river goddess of the same name (MacKillop 9),
who is the mother of the serpent Vrtra, the adver-
sary of Indra who holds back the waters of heaven

(Rees 53).

The river goddess most prominent in Keltrian
lore is Boann or Boand, the great lady of the

and River Goddesses

by Jenne Micale

Boyne, considered in
some circles to be the
Ganges of Ireland. In
my own practice, I
view Boann as the
goddess of all rivers,
albeit in localized
forms; I invoke Boann
of the Susquehanna
and Boann of the
Chenango, for exam-
ple. She is the goddess
not only of the physi-
cal river, but of the
celestial river above,
the Milky Way and the
wheel of time.

Jenne Micale

Boann’s name is frequently assumed to be de-
rived from Bo Finn, or “White Cow”; an alternate
translation would be “Great Cow” (Rua 24) or “She
who has white cows.” In some tales, however, her
name is also given as Eithne, “sweet nut meat,”
perhaps a reference to the hazelnuts that grow
around the Well of Segais; Patricia Monaghan be-
lieves Boann to be the same as Eithne who is the
daughter of the Fomhoire Balor, and who lay with
Cian and conceived Lugh (183). Boann has a sister
— the goddess of childbirth Bébinn — and even a
dog, Debilla (MacKillop 13).

Akin to the connection between rivers and
goddesses, the connection of cows with water also
has cross-cultural roots. A Vedic hymn describes
Danu laying down with her son “like a cow with
her calf” (Rig Veda 150). The Rig Veda, one of the
oldest texts in the Indo-European tradition, con-
sistently refers to the waters released by the
storm-god Indra as cows (151), who may be syn-
onymous with the “seven rivers” (161).

Continued on page 12...
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Reviews

The Druid's Primer

by Luke Eastwood

There are many books on the market that aim
to introduce the seeker to the basics of Druidism,
but The Druid’s Primer by Luke Eastwood is per-
haps the single best introduction book I have read.
It's greatest strength is that it manages to present a
great deal of modern Druidic material fairly and
with clear references to the sources. The author
has done a great deal of research into the historic
material, which is also presented well and in an
easily accessible manner.

The book begins
with a chapter that
summarizes the his-
toric material. This
was very well done,
with the material be-
ing covered thor-
oughly and concisely.
This section touches
on everything from
the early Celtic period
and what we have
from secondary
sources such as Pliny
and Caesar up to the
modern era revival.
Although not gone
into as deeply as in other books the single chapter
effectively summarizes the highlights and is more
than enough to get a beginner started or serve as a
basic refresher for a more experienced person.

Framened Wy Mg v amw =

Bt oo A & S L e

THE DRUID'S
PRIMER

LUKE EASTWOOD

The next chapter tackles possibly the most
complex subject in modern Druidism, defining
what a Druid is. The book does an excellent job of
presenting the different current theories fairly, in-
cluding the possible etymologies of the word
"druid" itself. The different historical sources are
once again drawn upon including Irish mythology
and the later Barddas, which the text acknowl-

Review by Morgan Daimler

edges as a well known forgery but also influential
on the revivalist period. The author also discusses
his own view of what a Druid does and who a
Druid is, creating a fascinating and complex pic-
ture of the modern Druid.

From here the next seven chapters discuss:
Gods & Goddesses, Myth & Legend, Elemental
Forces, Cosmology, Inspiration, Imramma, and
Animism & Animal Worship. Each chapter is a
blend of well-researched history and modern ap-
plication that manages to offer a balanced view of
modern Druidism without favoring any one par-
ticular path or focus. In most cases multiple views
are offered for the reader to consider with sources
given so that the reader may further pursue any-
thing of interest.

This is followed by a section, Cycles of the Sun,
Moon and Earth, that looks at the historic and
modern way that Druids would honor the passing
of time and holy days. The author discusses a sys-
tem of lunar rituals based on Alexei Kondratiev's
book The Apple Branch that could be used by
modern Druids seeking to connect to the moon.
This is followed by a discussion of the solar year
and it's holidays, including all of the eight holidays
of the modern pagan wheel of the year.

Next is a section on tools, which looks at the
tools historically attributed to the Druids. It begins
by discussing clothing, rather in depth, including
the colors likely worn and the Irish texts referring
to dress and color. Sickles, wands, staffs, the Druid
egg, cauldron/chalice, magical branch, musical in-
struments, the crane bag, and sword are discussed.
The four treasures of the Tuatha de Danann are
also mentioned in a modern context as tools that
Druids today may choose to use, although they
have no historic basis in that context.

Continued on page 13...
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Invoking the Scribes of Ancient Egypt:

The Initiatory Path of Spiritual Journaling

by Normandi Ellis and Gloria Taylor Brown

To be honest I wasn’t exactly sure what to ex-
pect when I volunteered to be a book reviewer. I
wanted to get more involved in Keltria and this
was a chance to help redirect my life to where I
thought it should head. Much to my delight I got
this book in the mail and at the same time I was a
bit lost as to how to relate a book on the Egyptian
Scribes to my personal
Celtic journey con-
templating the Druid
path. I undertook the
reading; what follows
are my interpretations
of this text.

This book, as it will
tell you, was actually
the start of a trip to
Egypt for a group of
writers wanting to ex-
pand upon their own
abilities and chal-
lenges; each was
drawn to Egypt for
their own special rea-
sons. Some knew they had been there before and
others felt called, but none of the characters in the
book knew each other previously. They repre-
sented a mix of cultures and it was interesting to
read they always sought the blessings of the direc-
tions in their own ways before undertaking any
journey. In this instance it was offered by Kathyrn
Ravenwood and who shared her mix of Native
American, Egyptian and Christian belief.

INVOKING
SCRIBES
ANCIENT EGYTD]

NORMANDE ELUIS a0 GLORA. TAYLOR SHOWN
TORTIDRLRNINCE SCULLY

Each participant in this journey shared of
themselves and their writings as they traveled. A
selection of some of the special ones are included

Review by Aauriane Veleda

in each segment. Responses to each piece of writ-
ing from the other travelers are also included. .

Some of the exercises included the Personal
Universe Exercise, Meditation on a Journey Down
the Nile, Writing About Your Hero’s Journey,
Writing the Stepping Stones, and Writing the Be-
coming Poem. These are focused on the Egyptian
theme of the trip and the interest these authors
have in the Egyptian way. This book offers an op-
portunity to look at the Egyptian spiritual and re-
ligious life in a different way. It encourages the
reader to take the Hero’s Journey, Make the
Salmon leap and find the dark inner part and
bringing it to light so you may know yourself and
your path better.

Can it be applied to Druidry? Absolutely! The
authors’ personal feelings, thoughts and experi-
ences can be applied to a metaphorical spiritual
journalling while traveling in the Celtic lands if you
take the exercises and apply them to the sites you
wish to experience. And with planning and fore-
thought one could potentially set up an entire
“Druidic or Irish” journey and plan writing activi-
ties at each site, imbuing the energy and mystery of
the places into your own writing and self journey.

I will use the ideas in this book as part of my
own process to learn more of myself and my path.
A few of the exercises, even in their Egyptian con-
text, led to some interesting insights.

I recommend this book for anyone who would
like to see Egypt through a writer’s passionate gaze
or as a guide for looking into the journey of spiri-
tual writing regardless of your path. This book is
an excellent guide for basic layouts for writing and
as such I will continue to work with. The writers

Continued on page 12...
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Birds and Squirrels

porate profits were the results.
Keltrian Belief #8 applies to this
situation, which states: We be-
lieve that morality is a matter of
personal conviction based upon
self-respect and respect for oth-
ers. To my thinking, greed is a
character flaw, which demon-
strates lack of self-respect. Like-
wise, refusing to do the right
thing by easing the burden on
the public’s cash flow is disre-
spectful of these individuals
whose tax money saved the day.
To me this is tantamount to egg
stealing.

Turning to Washington poli-
tics, Keltrian Belief #10 comes to
mind. This Belief proclaims in
part: We believe in the relative
nature of all things, that nothing
is absolute... My impression is
that the “us against them” atti-
tude, which appears to empha-
size beating the other guys
rather than acting in general
public interest. This attitude of
“my way or the highway” politics
has cost us hard working moder-
ates in the House and the Senate
who find their hands tied and
time wasted when absolutes
thrust a stick into the wheel of
constructive compromise. In
this case, there are plenty of eggs
to share, but special interests are
unwilling.

Then there’s the state of
world affairs. For this, I'll turn to
Belief #9, which says: We believe
that evil is not a matter of in-
heritance, but of intent. Why do
we have wars? All too often, I
feel we are fed propaganda with
a spoon, and told the other side

is evil and must be stopped. It’s
the get them before they get us
mentality. When the layers of
onionskin are peeled back one
by one, it becomes apparent - to
me at least — that the real issues
revolve around either coveting
someone else’s eggs or fear of a
race of people who have differ-
ent customs and beliefs. An ex-
ample comes to mind from a
story that pops up from time to
time on twenty-four hour news
networks. Israel is concerned
that Iran will unleash a nuclear
attack directed at them. The best
option is to attack first because
the Iranians are evil. This may
be sensationalized by the news-
groups that need to fill airtime,
but lit stokes an opinion that is
based in fear and not necessarily
fact. Call me a cockeyed opti-
mist, but I believe that most
people in the world are good if
not misguided from time to
time. True evil is relatively rare.
Good people make mistakes,
which cause harm, but it is usu-
ally unintentional. On the other
hand, is it intentional evil to
mislead others into acting on
misinformation?

What does this mean to Kel-
trian Druids? As intimately in-
volved in our church as I am,
Keltrian philosophies and prac-
tices are never very far from my
mind. I wonder sometimes if this
extends to our other members.
Within the last year, two mem-
bers on different occasions
commented on how applying the
Keltrian discipline of thinking in
Triads, which is a uniquely Kel-
trian teaching, and conscious

Continued from Page 3

application of the thirteen Kel-
trian beliefs has benefited them
in all aspects of their daily lives.
I freely admit this brought a grin
to my face. Overall, I believe
Druids to be inherently practical
people, who apply abstract
philosophical concepts to mun-
dane situations.

All of this being said, I don’t
expect birds and squirrels to un-
derstand nor care about my
musings. They are creatures of
immediacy and have concerns
regarding their own politics and
survival issues. I thank and
honor them for inspiring a fresh
and simple perspective. Some-
times when situations seem too
large to do anything about such
as national and international is-
sues, breaking them down to
something as simple as egg
stealing can possibly provide a
path to solutions so each and
every one of us can act using the
thirteen Keltrian Beliefs as a
guide.

Respectfully submitted,

Nota Bene : If you are not fa-
miliar with the Keltrian disci-
pline of thinking in Triads for
problem solving, let me know
and I will address it in another
essay.

Page 10




Henge Happenings #94

PUBLIC EDITION

Beltaine 2012

Earth Light

buck (he was sporting about four
tines on his antlers) stand and
watch me set up our space for
ceremony quite calmly for a very
long period of time. Deer, fox,
reptiles, rabbits and the occa-
sional evidence of what looks
like a larger forest feline have
made their presence known. We

The trees, rocks, water, wind
and animal co-walkers offer such
a rich gift to us if for no other
reason than as a reminder that
we are more than what we think
we are. We are all Earth Light
and the beauty of Deity shines
and sings in every part of our
world.

Continued from Page 7

have felt very blessed.

Henge of Keltria Trucker
Hat.

Our trucker’s hat is the ideal way
to beat the heat. Wear it anytime
you want to keep the hot solstice
sun off your face. It features a re-
silient polyester foam front with a
four-inch crown, nylon mesh weave back, and an ad-
justable headband for a perfect fit.
http://www.cafepress.com/keltria.25165491#

Link Exchange

Members of the Henge and either
have or manage a website please let
us know. We will be interested in
creating a link to you. (We’d also
love a link back to us.) Let’s all im-
prove our rankings in search en-
gines. Contact:
webmaster@Kkeltria.org.

Important Henge eMail addresses:

Please use the form at http://www.keltria.org/emailns2.htm
to contact any of the Henge Officers: President, Vice-
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Trustees. Also, you may
contact the Council of Elders: Archdruid, Elders or any of the
Keltrian Groves or Study Groups via that webpage form.

You may contact the following directly via eMail:
» The Henge Office at Henge-Officeo8 @keltria.org

«Submissions to Henge Happenings at
Submissions@Xkeltria.org

« Contact the Keltria webmaster at Webmaster@keltria.org

The Henge of Keltria
Participates in Amazon Affiliate Program

Help the Henge every time you purchase on Amazon.com. As a
participant in the Amazon Affiliate Program, the Henge receives a
small referral fee any time you purchase
on-line using the Keltria-20 tag. It’s easy,
just go to:
http://www.amazon.com/?tag=keltria-20
and create a bookmark to access Amazon
for future purchases or go to keltria.org
and click on the Amazon icon in our
bookstore.

The Henge’s Recommended Reading list
books, which are in print, are also available through the Henge’s
“A-Store” on Amazon. See:

http://astore.amazon.com/thehengeofkeltri to order.

The Henge of Keltria is a nonprofit

Disclaimer

enced in any way by publishers, distributers or authors.

a small donation to the Henge of Keltria from Amazon.com.

In accordance with FTC guidelines endorsements and bloggers we want you to know that
books reviewed in Henge Happenings and posted to the Henge of Keltria Web/Blog site
represent the opinion of the reviewer and not of the Henge of Keltria. The books re-
viewed are either purchased by the reviewer or provided by the publisher/author free of
charge. The reviewer is not compensated for their review nor are their opinions influ-

Links provided to sites for possible purchase are provided for the convenience of the
reader and are provided without regard of the review outcome. Such links do provide for

church (501(c)(3)) dedicated to pro-
viding information, training, and net-
working to those who practice or who
are interested in Keltrian Druidism,
Druidism in general, and the evolu-
tion of mind, body, and spirit in an
Irish context.

On the web at WWW.KELTRIA.ORG
Druidism for the 21st Century™
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Mother of Waters

In Ceisiwr Serith’s recon-
structed Proto-Indo-European
pantheon, the ur-deity that be-
comes Boann is the cow goddess
Gwouwinda, a “completely be-
nevolent character” who func-
tions as a wife, mother and be-
stower of abundance upon her
worshippers (67). Cow-
goddesses in other cultures in-
clude the Roman Juno; the
Greek Hera with her epithet of
Bopis, or cow-eyed; and, of
course, the many bovine god-
desses of India, including the
spirits of the waters, the afore-
mentioned Danu and Sarasvati
herself (67-68). As one Vedic
hymn states: “Your inexhausti-
ble breast, Sarasvati, that flows
with the food of life, that you use
to nourish all that one could
wish for, freely giving treasure
and wealth and beautiful gifts —
bring that here for us to suck”
(RV, 81). The goddess gives both
water and milk, the substance of
life itself, the sustenance that
becomes fertility and wealth.

For Aedh Rua, Boann isn’t =

just the goddess of the river; she
is the goddess of the moon, who
is allegedly referred to as a cow
in Irish folk-speech (24). Rua
also suggests that she is the
river of heaven: the Milky Way,
or the “Way of the White Cow.”
In Irish, that equates to Bealach
na B6 Finne (Ellis). Interest-
ingly, this also recalls the Greek
myth of the Milky Way as milk
from Hera’s breasts that spilled
as she nursed Heracles.

Tales of the river

In Irish myth, Boann is the
wife of Elecmar or Nechtan, who
are sometimes believed to be
synonymous with Nuada; both
the names Nechtan and Nuada
are believed to be connected
with the Gaulish Nodens.
Scholar Jaan Puhvel also links

Anna Livia Plurabelle, reresentation of
River Liffey. Fountain in O'Connell Street,
Dublin, Ireland .

Nechtan linguistically with the
Roman Neptunus, the Indo-
Iranian Napat and ultimately
with the Vedic Apam Napat, the
“Offspring of the Waters” who
contains a sacred, hidden fire
(277-280).

While her husband is away,
Boann lays with the Dagda and

Continued from Page 7

conceives Aonghus Mag Og, the
Young Son associated with love
and springtime. To conceal her
adultery, she — or, in some ver-
sions of the tale, the Dagda --
stops time, making nine months
appear as a single day. His birth
thus concealed, Aonghus is given
to his half-brother Midhir to
raise.

Boann and Sinann, the god-
dess of the River Shannon and
daughter or granddaughter of
the sea-god Lir, share an identi-
cal myth. The goddess goes to

" the forbidden well of knowledge

and circumambulates it widder-
shins, whether to gain its power
for herself or to cleanse herself
of the adultery that conceived
Aonghus. Offended, the waters
rise up and pursue her. She flees
to the sea — giving up her physi-
cal body in the process, and be-
coming the goddess of the newly
created river. Interestingly, the
creation of the river through
death has echoes yet again in

~ India, where Yami -- the twin

sister of the death god Yama and
the first woman — ultimately be-
comes the Yamuna.

Boann in particular is be-
lieved to be the mother of many
of the world’s prominent rivers,
with her stream passing under-

ground at various locations and
ultimately returning to her
source at Nechtan’s well (Puhvel
279). Her interaction with the
well isn’t just an act of transgres-
sion; like the Vedic Indra, Boann
“releases the water for all people
— a fact which is acknowledged
in most poetic texts, since it is
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Boand, not Nechtan, who is re-
membered as the source and pa-
troness of the fertile imagination
of poets,” according to Caitlin
and John Matthews (17). She is
the source of inspiration in other
ways as well, since she is be-
lieved to be the mother by
Dagda’s harper Uaithne of the
three strains of music : lamenta-
tion, joy and sleep (Matthews

327).

Plucking the strings of my
harp, I sing to honor the Mother
of Waters both above and below,
she who bestows abundance and
wisdom hard-won:

White cow

White river

Flower of wisdom

Mother of love
White moon
White foam
Mother of the Wa-
ters
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» Note: You can hear me sing
the chant above on my
album, The Twisted Book,
available at
www.kwannon.net.

Review: The Druid’s Primer

The final four chapters look
at divination, the Ogham, medi-
cine & healing, and justice &
wisdom. Each of these was im-
portant in some way to the his-
toric Druids and so each chapter
looks at how the subject relates
to historic Druidism and how
these can relate to modern prac-
tice.

Overall this book is more
than worth the money and cer-
tainly the best book to begin
with if one is interested in learn-
ing about the path of Druidism.
It is full of the history of Drui-
dism and also shows the wide

Continued from Page 8

array of modern possibilities
that are open to new seekers.
For more experienced Druids
this book will serve as a great
refresher or reference.

The DruidOs Primer
Paperback: 318 pages
Dimensions: 8.4 x 5.5 x 1 inches

Publisher: John Hunt Publishing;
Reprint edition (February 16,
2012)

ISBN-10: 1846947642

ISBN-13: 978-1846947643

List: $26.95 - Amazon: $19.67 -
Kindle $7.99

Review: Invoking the
Scribes of Ancient Egypt

Continued from Page 9

share some deep and truly beau-
tiful insights into the land of the
Scribes of Egypt. Come join
them, take a beautiful journey
and then embark upon your own
Spiritual Initiatory Journalling
experience.

Invoking the Scribes of Ancient
Egypt: The Initiatory Path of
Spiritual Journaling

Paperback: 336 pages
Dimensions: 8.9 x 6 X 0.9 inches

Publisher: Bear & Company;
Original edition (October 28,
2011)

ISBN-10: 159143128X
ISBN-13: 978-1591431282
List: $18.00 - Amazon: $11.53 -

Kindle $9.90
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Keltrian Druid Beliefs

We believe in Divinity as it is manifest in the Pantheon, and that polytheism, pantheism, animism, and pan-
polytheism are all valid perceptions of said Pantheon.

We believe that nature is the embodiment of the Gods.

We believe that natural law reflects the will of the Gods.

We believe that all life is sacred, and should neither be harmed nor taken without deliberation or regard.

We believe in the immortality of the spirit.

We believe that our purpose is to gain wisdom through experience, and that we may undergo several incarna-
tions to facilitate the variety of experience necessary to gain said wisdom.

We believe that learning is an ongoing process, and should be fostered at all ages.

We believe that morality should be a matter of personal conviction based upon self-respect and respect for oth-
ers.

We believe that evil is not a matter of inheritance but of intent; therefore, actions are not in themselves evil.
Rather, it is through the intent behind actions that evil can manifest.

We believe in the relative nature of all things, that nothing is absolute, and that all things, even the Gods, have their
dark sides.

We believe that every individual has the right to pursue enlightenment through his or her chosen path.

We believe in honoring the Gods through the cyclical celebrations of our Celtic ancestors.

We believe in a living religion able to adapt to a changing environment; therefore, we recognize that our beliefs
may undergo change as our tradition grows.

THE HENGE OF KELTRIA
2350 Spring Road, PMB-140
Smyrna, GA 30080
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